
Painting Room
Painting play



Who am I
My name is Laura Munteanu. I took the 
formation course with Arno in 2015, 

which inspired me to open a “Closlieu” 
for the Basel community. I named my 

space “Painting Room”. 
I am the servant in the Painting Room, 

a key role to the painting play. 

I make no comments on the paintings, 
no judging, no evaluation, no 

recognition. My role is to guide and 
“serve” the participants. 



What is  
Painting Room?

Concept brought to Basel in 
2016 after studying the Arno 
Stern method 

Arno Stern was born in ‘24 
in Germany and immigrated 
to France during the war.  

In the last 60 years he 
discovered a universal 
phenomena, which he named 
“Formulation” and created a 
space called “Closlieu” for 
the activity “painting play”



The place of A. Stern  
in education 

laid the foundation for modern education based 
on the recognition that children have unique 
needs and capabilities.

Friedrich Fröbel 

Célestin Freinet 

Maria Montessori  

Emmi Pikler 

Arno Stern 

created the teachers' trade union C.E.L. from 
which arose the French teacher movement 
Modern School Movement 

Based on her observations, Montessori believed 
that children who are at liberty to choose and act 
freely within an environment prepared according 
to her model would act spontaneously for optimal 
development.

a child must not be stimulated to movement and 
to games and that every detail in dealing with 
the child and their environment is important

Pedagogue and creator of “Closlieu”, a place to 
(re)discover spontaneity and enthusiasm, 
recognized by UNESCO



Closlieu
Closlieu ( fr. clos=closed, 
lieu=space) is a closed room 
where we can paint on all walls, 
standing, the palette table, with 
18 colors and 3 brushes each, 
sits in the middle of the room 

Closlieu is the name given by 
Arno Stern to his studio in Paris 

The particularity of this room 
offers a safe environment where 
spontaneity and enthusiasm can 
manifest themselves through 
painting



180+ "Closlieu"s  
in Europe



Painting Play
The painting play is neither an art 
class nor an art therapy 

Age diversity is very important, there 
are mixed groups of children starting 
with 3 years old and adults 

No painting or drawing skills are 
required. “ The art of painting belongs 
to the artists, the painting play 
belongs to all the others” (A.Stern)



Formulation
A universal phenomena? - the 

foundation of Stern’s research and 
discoveries. 

“Human resources are like natural 
resources; they're often buried deep. 
You have to go looking for them, 

they're not just lying around on the 
surface. You have to create the 
circumstances where they show 
themselves.”  (Sir Ken Robinson)



Testimonials



www.painting-room.ch


